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L Basis of the report 



1 . With xegard to the etements of the uxternatioaal application:* 
1^ the international appHcatioa as odguoally filed 

I I the desaiptioa: 



» as originally filed 
, filed wlQithe demand 



□ 



, filed witiittieletto of 



the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together ^th any stat^Doent) under article 19 

, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



I 1 the drawings: 



, as ongjnally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



\ I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as od^budly filed 
, filed witti the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the intemationaL application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in th& following language whidi is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23,l(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelimmary exanmnation (under Rules 55.2 and/ 
' — ' or 55.3). 

3. "^th regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary exanGdnation was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

[ I contained in the international application in written fann. 

I I filed together witii tiie international application in cQiiq)uter readable fanxL 

j \ furnished subsequentiy to tins Authority in written f onn. 

I I furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in conq)uter readable fonxt 

□ The statement that the subsequentiy furnished writtoi sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

□ 

4. 1 I Hie amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I i the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheet/fig 



international appUcation as filed has been furnished , «• • 

The statement that the information recorded in conqniter readable farm is identical to the wntten sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



- I — I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since tiiey have been coosidered to go 
^ • I — I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2 (c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have been Jumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 

and70A7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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IV. Lackofunifyof inv«ation 



Iq response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant bas: 

[ I restricted the claims. 

I [ paid additional fees. 

I [ paid additional fees under protest 

I \ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 



This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not con^lied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, not 
to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers ttiat the requirem^t of unity of invention in accordance with rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I complied witiL 

not complied with for the following reascms : 



There are two inventions: 

A mirror arrangement according to claims 1-15. 

The use of an additional light source for forming and 
directing the laser beam according to claims 16-20 



4. Cansequentiy, tiie following parts of the international plication were the subject of international pielinunary examhiation 
in establishing this report: 



all parts. 

I j the parts relating to claims Nos. 
FoimPCT/IPEA/409 (fiox IV) January 1998) 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventiTO step or industrial applfcabilily; 
citations and explanations supporting sudi statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



fTlnims 



1-20 



YES 
NO 



Iiveative step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims NO 

&Ldustrial£^licabiHty(IA) Claims _l-20 YES 

Claims NO 



2. CStatioos and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Dociaiaents cited in the International Search Report: 
Dl: US 5339380 A 
D2: DE 19722415 Al 

The cited documents represent the general state of the art. 
The invention defined in claims 1-20 is not disclosed by any 
of these docxaments. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed device or 
method for fusion splicing ends of two optical fibers to each 
other. Therefore, the claimed invention is not obvious to a 
person skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1-20 is novel and 
is considered to involve cm inventive step. The invention is 
industrially applicable. 



FQmiFCT/IFEA/4Q9 (fiox V) ganuaiy 1998) 



